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 WHAT ARE THE RESPONSIBILITIES  

OF PARTICIPANTS IN SAGE  

STUDY/DISCUSSION GROUPS? 

SAGE Welcomes a New Office Secretary 

 
SAGE is pleased to welcome a new office secretary, 

Norine Xavier.  Norine will be working part time – about 

10 hours a week.  Norine runs a dance studio where she 

gives dance lessons part time.  She lives in the area – just 

2 blocks from CSUN.  She has a son who is a sophomore 

at UC  Santa Barbara.  We are happy to have Norine as 

part of our SAGE family.                          W.H. 

The Future is here.  It’s just not widely dis-
tributed.  
  William Gibson 
  Author of Neuromancer 

The best way to have a good idea is to have 
lots of ideas. 
  Linus Pauling 
  Scientist 

                       On September 14, Judy Cohn, our coordinator chair, held a very informative coordinator’s 

meeting.   The purpose of the coordinators meeting is to discuss the responsibilities of coordinators, pro            

vide suggested solutions to problems and issues coordinators  face.  As I listened to the discussion in the 

meeting, it became obvious that many of the problems that coordinators have are ―people‖ problems.  It occurred to me that 

we focus a lot of effort on informing coordinators what their responsibilities are but often neglect to emphasize that all par-

ticipants also have a responsibility to help make a class successful and a rewarding experience for everyone.  Following are 

some of the things we should all be doing to make our coordinator’s job easier and to make the class experience more pleas-

ant for all:  (1) Cooperate with your coordinator in setting up the class schedule.  After you receive the ―Welcome‖ letter 

from your coordinator, contact him/her ASAP with your preference for presentation  topic and date.  Bear in mind that topic 

and date are assigned on a ―first come-first served‖ basis so have a couple of alternates in mind in case your first choice had 

been taken.  READ THE CLASS DESCRIPTION CAREFULLY AND BE SURE YOUR CHOSEN TOPIC FITS THE 

CLASS DESCRIPTION.  Most coordinators prefer to have their class schedule in near final form before the class starts so 

they don’t have to spend a lot of time on it at the first meeting.   (2) Avoid carrying on private conversations when someone 

else has the floor.   Probably the biggest complaint coordinators  (and other participants) relates to participants who insist 

on carrying on side conversations or engage in ―cross talking‖ while the presenter or someone is talking.   This is discourte-

ous not only to the person who has the floor but to fellow participants who are trying to hear the speaker but are distracted 

by side conversations.   (3) Take your fair turn at coffee making and clean up duty.  If you are the presenter for a morning 

class you should arrive one-half hour early to help with the coffee set up: if you are the presenter for an afternoon class, stay 

after class to help with the cleanup duties.  People who regularly run out on cleanup duty are another major cause for com-

plaints from participants.  We know you are busy: we know you have ―appointments‖ - so does everyone else!   If you are 

the afternoon presenter, you should plan to stay an extra 15 minutes to clean up.  (4) Take the time to prepare an adequate 

presentation.  You owe it to your fellow participants to make the effort to prepare a presentation that is interesting and 

stimulating.   Pulling a few pages off the internet and reading them to the class almost never fulfills this commitment.  Cer-

tainly internet research can be useful as part of your presentation but you should consult several sources and be familiar 

enough with your subject to answer questions that may come up  in class.  Participants who spend several hours (or days) 

preparing for their presentation are disappointed when others make presentations that lack depth and preparation.  These are 

just a few  of the issues that were discussed at the coordinator’s meeting.  Coordinators make every effort to create a suc-

cessful class experience—and most participants do a great job of contributing to that experience.  However some of us need 

reminding that the success of any class depends on its participants and we all need to remain conscious of our responsibility 

to the success of our study/discussion group.                                                                 W.H. 
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SAGE BOARD 
 

President: Wilma Helms 

Vice president: Don Simons 

Treasurer: Ruth Reznik 

Secretary: Carolyn Hodapp 

President Emeritus: Al Ross    

 ˓

 

COMMITTE CHAIRS: 

Curriculum: Jack Stesney 

 

Coordinators: Judy Cohn 

 

Forums: Jeanne Polak-Recht 

 

Webmaster/Trips: Reuben Allen 

 

CSUN Liaison: Ed Gilbert 

 

Membership/Publicity  
OPEN  

 

Board of Directors meets the 2nd 

Monday of the month 

 

Curriculum Committee meets the 

first Monday of the month 

 ˓

SAGE Office Manager:  

(818) 831-3014 

˓  ˓

SAGE Observations 

 Editor: Allen Lipsey  

Reporter:  OPEN                                                      

♦♦♦                                                                   
 

On line connections to SAGE 

web site http//exlweb.csun.edu/

sage/index.html  

Email: elders@csun.edu 

 

SAGE Society Blog 

http://sagesociety.wordpress.com 

 SAGE FALL FORUM 2009 
Paul Vinetz, Probation Officer  

Ninety percent of  people who are convicted of a crime go on probation.  

Paul Vinetz, Probation Officer, LA County, revealed this startling fact at the 

Fall Forum held at the Knollwood Country Club.  Officer Vinetz discussed 

the role of the probation officers who deal with juvenile offenders. 

He described a plan he helped develop to cut recidivism in offenders by put-

ting probationers through a rigorous training program which is designed to 

change their thinking processes and which has been instituted in Los Ange-

les County. 

The Probation Department was established in 1903 with the enactment of 

California’s first probation laws.  As a Criminal Justice Agency, the depart-

ment has expanded to become the largest in the world. 

The Probation Department is currently funded by a net appropriation of Ap-

proximately $700 million, has over 6,170 employees deployed in more than 

50 locations throughout the County.  Its services to the community include 

recommending sanctions to the court, enforcing court orders, operating cor-

rectional institutions incarcerating delinquents, assisting victims and provid-

ing corrective assistance to individuals in conflict with the law.   

After a lengthy question and answer session Officer Vinetz continued to take 

questions from attendees during lunch.                     J.PR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAUL VINETZ, SPEAKER   +   MORRIE CUTLER 

 
 

Think of a class you would like to take.  Get a sheet of paper and write 5-7 things you would like to learn in this 

class.  Give it a name..doesn’t have to be perfect.  Use this information to fill out a Topic Suggestion Form. OR 

(G_D forbid) just put your sheet of paper in the Curriculum slot and sneak away hoping no one will see you! 

Photo courtesy of Reuben Allen 

You can be young only once….. 
But you can always be immature. 
   Dave Berry, Humorist 
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     FILM CLIPS  
  By Sam Sokolow 
(All movies on DVD)  

 

As you probably know Sam was 

injured in a fall and hospital-

ized.  He is still in the rehabili-

tation phase.  We all wish him a 

great outcome from rehabilita-

tion and look forward to seeing 

him soon  
We have missed his friendship and wisdom!! 

The Depression of the 30s was the decade of movies.  It also 

seems movies are in today. We can view today’s movies in 

theaters, on DVDs, Cable, Dish, oh yes, even on those favorite 

VHS (and maybe Beta) tapes.  Surprising to me, more movies 

are viewed at home rather than in the theaters.  The senior 

rates are not so bad but it is more fun to see the film at home 

where the pop corn and noshes are reasonably priced.  

 

Note that the Third Monday Movie Session will continue!! 

 

   MOVIES ARE IN   

Using  public transportation, members of SAGE rode 

the rails Saturday October 24, on their journey to visit 

the historic Watts Towers.  Boarding the Red Line at 

the NOHO Station, the group traveled to 7th Street 

Metro Center where they transferred to the Blue Line. 

The intrepid travelers disembarked at the 103rd Street 

Station for a short walk to the towers.  

At the towers they were greeted by guide James 

Janisse, a radio personality on local public stations.  

Janisse, who grew up in the Watts community, re-

counted stories of visiting the towers during his youth. 

As he led the SAGE group through an inside tour of 

the towers, he informed them about Simon Rodia and 

the builder’s 33 year project.  Following the tour, the 

group viewed a 12 minute video about Rodia and the 

towers. 

The group also viewed the art gallery with its 50th An-

niversary display of paintings, drawings, and sculp-

tures. 

Following the visit, the SAGE travelers boarded the 

train back to MacArthur Park where they had a color-

ful lunch at Mama’s Hot Tamales.  Mama herself, 

Sandy Romero, told of her efforts to improve the 

neighborhood and train young people in restaurant 

work.                             R.A. 

A TRIP TO THE WATTS TOWER BEST WISHES TO FLORENCE PAUL  
ON HER RETIREMENT 

After 13 years of devoted service to SAGE, Florence Paul has re-

tired.  Florence’s health and other personal issues dictated that she 

leave the running of the SAGE administrative office to others and 

focus on her personal concerns.  On October 3, 80 SAGE members 

and their guests gathered to celebrate Florence’s retirement.  The 

Afternoon Reception was held in the Church auditorium.  The fes-

tivities began with a short program with Al Ross as Master of Cere-

monies.  The program included tributes to Florence from several 

individuals who have worked closely with her over the years—Al 

Ross, Ed Gilbert, Morrie Cutler (who could not be there but sent a 

written tribute to be read) and Wilma Helms.  All praised Florence 

for her outstanding work.  Ellis Katz presented a very interesting 

biography of Florence’s life based on interviews he had conducted 

with Florence.  Most people in the audience learned things they 

never knew about Florence—such as her previous career as an ex-

pert in rare books and documents. (Now we know why she has such 

a well-trained eye for detail and the perseverance to get to the bot-

tom of any problem or mystery!)  Joyce Gilbert read a poem she had 

written especially for Florence entitled ―Kudos to Our Florence 

Paul‖ which beautifully expressed the appreciation and gratitude 

that SAGE members feel for the multitude of things that Florence 

did through the years to help keep SAGE running smoothly and to 

make life more pleasant for her fellow SAGE members.  At the end 

of the program, Florence was presented with a gift of $1,230 —a 

combination of a gift from the SAGE treasury and contributions 

from her fellow SAGE members.  After the program, attendees en-

joyed refreshments and socializing.    The good news is that this was 

a retirement party—but not a farewell party.  Florence will not be 

leaving SAGE.  She has been given a free lifetime membership in 

SAGE.  We hope that she will now have more time to enjoy partici-

pating in SAGE discussion groups.                       W.H. 

Photos courtesy of Reuben Allen  

The world is a book, and those who do not 

travel read only a page. 
   Saint Augustine, Theologian  
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                           16651 Rinaldi Street, Granada Hills   818-831-3014 

TIME MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

9:30- 

11:30 

AM 

The Film Group 
 

3rd Monday   
Of the Month     

Hot Topics 
& 

Living History 
 

Memorable Art 
Forgers and  
Forgeries 

Mindboggling 
Advances In 

Brain Research 

 

9:30- 

11:30 

 

AM 

 American Minority 
Writers of the 
20th Century 

The 
Reconstruction 

Era 

Intrigue: What   
Is Beneath 

A City 

GOOD IDEA 

Protect everyone’s 

privacy and shred 

those old SAGE ros-

ters!  

1:15- 

3:15 

 

PM 

Gertrude Stein 
And Friends 

FAULKNER: The 
Sound & the Fury 

and  
As I Lay Dying  

Masterpieces 
Of Literature 

 
 

Really  
Great 
Essays 

  
  

1:15- 

3:15 

 

PM 

“First” First 
Ladies of the US 

From Martha 
Washington to 
Priscilla Tyler 

The Big Band Years 
The 1930s 

And the 1940s 
 
 

 

About 
INDIA 

 

German 
Expressionism 

 

                WINTER CLASSES 2010    START:  JANUARY 4    END:  MARCH 12 2010        

 
 
 

 

THE CALL FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE 

This November there was an unprecedented call for community service.  President Obama gave another speech.  

The television stations had public service announcements.  Many TV shows included this theme in the November 

scripts.   One of the Topics for discussion this SAGE session is The Power of One.  Programs were selected be-

cause they were started by the idea of a single individual.  Some were global like the Heifer program and Doctors 

Without Borders.  Others were local such as MEND , and Children of the Night.,  

One of the local programs is of special interest at this time because the focus is on planting trees especially in areas 

where asphalt can be removed.  LA also has a free program to help home owners plant trees on their property. 

 

The TREE PEOPLE  is a local program located where Coldwater Canyon Avenue, Mulholland Drive West and 

Franklin Canyon Drive intersect.  In 1970 a 15 year old boy named Andy Lipkis was inspired to repair the tree dam-

age from smog where he attended a summer camp.  He collaborated with 2 dozen of his fellow campers to transform 

a parking lot into a meadow of smog tolerant trees.  Andy found his mission in life.  In 1973  he set upon his second 

planting.  He embarked on a fund raising drive which provided $10,000 for the purchase of 8,000 seedlings.  The 

Forestry Service eventually donated an additional 8,000 seedlings.  He recruited volunteers to plant the trees. 

 

The Business Plan worked.  In 1975 he received his first Federal grant ($5,000).  In 1976 LA Department of Recrea-

tion and Parks grants conditional use of its Mountain Fire Station 108 for growing seedlings and ARCO donates a 

’50s vintage Fire Truck which becomes the water truck .  Andy soon becomes a respected speaker on the process of 

planting trees and replacing asphalt with parks.  He is an invited global speaker now. 

 

Currently TREE PEOPLE has partnerships with over 50 local agencies and has the support of over 150 corpora-

tions.  Well done Andy!!                                                                                                                        A.L. 


